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The Harrison Council for the Arts presents “Through the Eyes of

Vincent Rodriguez” at the Richard Halperin Memorial Library, located at 2

Bruce Ave. in Harrison, on January 4-31. Rodriguez will greet visitors at the

library on Saturday, January 24, from 2 to 4 p.m. 

Rodriguez has been a street photographer for the past 10 years, captur-

ing real, unposed moments that come together sometimes for a quick second.

He is a graduate of Manhattan College with a major in computer information

systems and a minor in marketing. Rodriguez has exhibited in Connecticut

and Westchester, and is a member of the Mamaroneck Artists Guild. 

The exhibit may be viewed on Mondays and Wednesdays, from 9:30

a.m. to 9 p.m.; Tuesdays and Thursdays through Saturdays, from 9:30 a.m.

to 5:30 p.m.; and Sundays, from 1 to 5 p.m. For more information on this

exhibit or on upcoming programs, call 914-835-0324.

Students from Archbishop Stepinac High School in White Plains literal-

ly filled the Salvation Army’s truck — floor to ceiling — with bags of coats

they helped collect to benefit the Salvation Army’s White Plains Community

Center. 

Shown above (left to right) are Devin Thomas and Rory O’Neill, of

Yonkers; Captain Antonio Rosamilia of the Salvation Army; Paul Thomas,

Stepinac director of Institutional Advancement; Raymond Indelicato of

White Plains; and Kris Popovic of Yonkers.

Students learned about a serious shortage of donations being experi-

enced by the Salvation Army when Rosamilia at the Salvation Army said

coats were desperately needed by many of the 325 families served by the

organization’s White Plains Community Center. 

By Frank Sisco, CPA, PFS

Editor’s Note: The financial escapades of
Bernie Madoff, accused of losing up to $50 bil-
lion in a Ponzi financial scheme, are affecting us
here in Westchester. Congregation Kol Ami in
White Plains invested with Madoff and lost
$150,000, with countless other Westchester resi-
dents feeling the pain of Madoff’s indiscretions.
The Rye-based hedge fund Tremont Group
Holdings reportedly announced recently that its
Rye Investment Management unit had invested
virtually all of its money (around $3.1 billion)
with Madoff, signifying that in all likelihood, its
investors had been wiped out without a surf
board. As a former member of the board of gov-
ernors for NASDAQ, Madoff was trusted beyond
reproach. 

The media has extensively covered Bernard Madoff’s alleged $50 billion

fraud that was based on a huge longstanding Ponzi scheme. In 1920, Charles

Ponzi, a poor Italian immigrant, got very wealthy through a pyramid scam

involving 17,000 investors who lost possibly tens of millions of dollars (bil-

lions today) that started as an arbitrage arrangement involving the exchange of

international postal reply coupons through his company, ironically called

Securities Exchange Company. Like Ponzi, Madoff used the funds of principal 

Continued on Page 5

Yonkers Student Grapevine’s Cheyenne Pons is flanked by

two Rockettes at the “Home for the Holidays” event.

Photo by Shaina Varghese

See story on Page 7

Improved New Year’s Eve Ball 
Waiting in Westchester for Times Square Drop

By Joel J. Sprayregen

Should the Voters 
Be Impeached? 

The Antics of Blagojevich, Spitzer and McGreevey

C r i s i s  G u i d e

More Madoffs to Come

Stepinac HS Students Lead
Holiday Toy and Coat Drives

Opposites Attract
Harrison Library’s Street Photo Exhibit 

Westchester Kids 
Get in the Holiday Spirit

Bernard Madoff

By Liz Ehrlich

Each year, eyes from every corner of the world focus on the Waterford

Crystal Times Square New Year’s Eve ball as it begins its descent from the

flagpole atop One Times Square at 11:59 p.m. The glittering globe drops

slowly, amid a myriad of voices united in counting down the final seconds of

the past year and celebrating the dawn of the next — voices heavy with the

emotions produced by thoughts of hopes and dreams and changes to come. 

For next week’s holiday celebration, the object of our attention will be

shiny and new. The now-retired New Year’s Eve ball, utilized to mark the

holiday from 2000-2007, has been replaced with a ball that’s bigger, brighter

and better than ever, and is sure to dazzle all who behold it this New Year’s. 

Co-organizers of New Year’s Eve in Times Square unveiled the brand-

new ball at a press conference held at Hudson Scenic Studio (HSS) in

Yonkers. HSS provided the structural engineering, design and development

for the ball, which — following this year’s drop — will become a year-round

public attraction above Times Square through December 2009. 

This innovative New Year’s Eve ball is a 12-foot geodesic sphere (dou-

ble the size of previous balls) and weighs 11,875 pounds. Covered in 2,668

Waterford Crystals and powered by 32,256 Philips Luxeon Rebel LED lights,

the new ball is capable of creating a palette of more than 16 million colors

and billions of patterns, producing a spectacular kaleidoscope effect.

Revelers began celebrating New Year’s Eve in Times Square as early as

1904, but it was in 1907 that the New Year’s Eve ball made its maiden drop

from the Times Square tower. The ball has been lowered each year since, with

the exceptions of 1942 and 1943, when the ceremony was suspended due to

the wartime “dimout” of lights in New York City. The 2000-2007 version of

the Times Square New Year's Eve ball, also designed by Waterford Crystal,

made its first descent during the final minute of the 20th century, at the Times

Square millennium celebration. 

Teaching Your Teen About
Alcohol and Other Drugs

D.A. Janet DiFiore

See story on Page 3

Joel J. Sprayregen (right) with Gov. Blagojevich

See story on Page 9

Holiday Scrooges
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In Your Backyard

Holiday Closing at the Libraries

The New Rochelle Public Library and the Huguenot

Children’s Library (HCL) will close at 1 p.m. on Tuesday,

December 31, for New Year’s Eve, and will be closed all

day, Thursday, January 1, for New Year’s Day. 

Library Programs for December

School Vacation Week

No need to be bored during school vacation week.

The New Rochelle Public libraries are offering a terrific

array of free activities for all ages, beginning Friday,

December 26, the first day of Kwanzaa. The Kwanzaa

Celebration at the main branch of the library will begin at

2 p.m. when storyteller Jeani Miller spins wonderful tales

from Africa, accompanied by drums. Following the show,

Dorita Gongira will lead a workshop in festive tradition-

al African crafts that will involve the seven guiding prin-

ciples of Kwanzaa. This workshop is for children ages 5

and older and their parents. 

On Monday, December 29, at 11 a.m., the lower

level of the Huguenot Children’s Library will feature a

Coin Collecting Workshop with expert Frank Gentile. Are

you already hooked on coin collecting? Bring in your

favorite pieces and Gentile will tell you what they are

worth. Know nothing about coins? Gentile gets everyone

interested in collecting and even provides a mini starter

set for participants to take home. Seating is on a first-

come, first-served basis to the 25-seat capacity of HCL’s

lower level.

A special New Year’s Magic and Comedy Show is

on tap for Monday, December 29, at 2 p.m. at the main

library. Jim McClenahan returns to dazzle all ages with

his humorous show filled with clever tricks, loads of

laughs and lots of audience participation. The program is

first-come, first-served, to the capacity of the 145-seat

Ossie Davis Theater.

On Tuesday, December 30, both libraries go global!

At 11 a.m. at the HCL, children ages 2-4 and their parents

or caregivers are invited to explore the sounds, instru-

ments and movements from around the world, with

Roberta Halpern’s Global Tots program. Children ages 4

and older can create fabulous Global Noisemakers, such

as rain sticks and maracas, for New Years Eve at a 1 p.m.

workshop. Both programs are on first-come, first-served

basis to the 25-seat capacity of library’s lower level.

The main library will also host the Global

Noisemakers from Around the World Workshop on

Tuesday, December 30, at 11 p.m., in the meeting room.

At 1 p.m., all ages — children, parents and grandparents

— can experience movements from various countries, as

Roberta Halpern leads Global Rhythms, Dance Without

Borders Workshop, in the main library meeting room and

stage of the Ossie Davis Theater. 

These free programs are made possible by the gen-

erosity of the Friends of the New Rochelle Public Library

and the Partnership for the Huguenot Children’s Library.

Free Art Class in Creating Illustrated Family Trees 

The New Rochelle Public Library is currently taking

reservations for a free 15-session art class that will guide

participants 60 years and older in creating illustrated fam-

ily trees. Taught by artist-instructor Alice Megaro, the

classes will be held in the library’s meeting room on

Tuesdays, from 10 a.m. to 12 p.m., beginning January 6.

Participants will be helped in collecting information

about their families and organizing it using genealogical

charts; constructing a paper or fabric tree in a folk art

style; and illuminating the tree by exploring family mem-

ories for suitable symbols to illustrate the tree. Each artist

— novice to veteran — will complete an heirloom-quali-

ty family tree that represents his or her family’s unique

heritage. Participants will also have the opportunity to

write memoirs in decorative books to accompany their

family trees.

The completed and framed family trees will be

exhibited in the library’s Lumen Winter Gallery from

March 29 to April 3, as part of the community’s focus on

New Rochelle Women of the Arts: An Historical and

Contemporary Perspective. An exhibit reception is sched-

uled for Sunday, March 29, at 4 p.m.

This program is supported by the Helen Andrus

Benedict Foundation through a grant to Westchester

Library System in partnership with Lifetime Arts, Inc. 

To register, call the library’s community relations

office at 914-632-7878, ext. 33 or 34.

New Rochelle Public Library Library to Host Piano Concert 
By Child Prodigy Phuong Nghi Pham

A piano concert featuring 12-

year-old Phuong Nghi Pham will be

presented in the Ossie Davis Theater

of the New Rochelle Public Library

on Sunday, December 28, at 3 p.m.

The young artist will perform a clas-

sical program of music by composers

including Frederic Chopin, Johann

Sebastian Bach, Max Reger,

Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart and Felix

Mendelssohn. This free concert is

made possible by the Max Reger

Foundation of America.

At the age of six, Pham began

her studies at the Conservatory in Ho

Chi Minh City, where she continued

until 2004, when her family immi-

grated to the United States from

Vietnam. 

In January 2007, Pham was

awarded the first Young Artists

Award by The Max Reger

Foundation of America to study at the

New England Conservatory

Preparatory School in Boston. That

same year, she was invited to be a

guest performer by the Brookline

Public Library Association and she

later received an award by Mayor

Thomas Menino for her academic

and musical achievements. 

Since then, she has performed

and taken part regularly in the pre-

college educational programs and its

performance opportunities, including

recitals, competitions and ensemble

performances. 

The Max Reger Foundation of

America is a public nonprofit organi-

zation that provides financial assis-

tance to aspiring musicians of all

ages. 

Founded in 2006 to honor the

great classical musician Max Reger,

the organization has established its

Young Artists Awards and

Performance Awards Programs.

These programs target inner-city

school children and aspiring profes-

sional musicians, respectively. 

Larchmont Library Closed for New Year’s
The Larchmont Public Library

will be closed on Wednesday and

Thursday, December 31 and January

1, for New Year’s. The library will be

open during its regular hours for the

rest of the week. The bookdrops will

be available for returns on both

Wednesday and Thursday.

To renew items online, go to

www.larchmontlibrary.org and click

on “The Catalog.” Select “My Card

and Renew Items;” click on “Renew

My Materials.” Enter your library

card number, click on “List Charged

Items” and follow the instructions to

renew. 

Alternatively, call the automated

telephone service at 914-674-4169

with your library card in hand.

For further information, call the

Larchmont Library at 914-834-2281.

County Board Approves Consent Order 
to Improve Water Quality

At a special meeting on

December 10, the Westchester

County Board of Legislators

approved a newly negotiated consent

order with the state Department of

Environmental Conservation (DEC).

Under the new agreement, the

county will upgrade two of its four

Sound Shore sewage treatment plants

in New Rochelle and Mamaroneck to

reduce nitrogen in wastewater at an

estimated cost of $235 million. 

“The approved plan will clean

up the Sound at a cost far less than

the previous plan,” said County

Legislator Tom Abinanti (D-IN-WF,

Greenburgh), chair of the

Environment & Energy Committee.

“The new plan replaces a 2004 con-

sent order under which all four of the

county’s Sound Shore sewage treat-

ment plants would have been upgrad-

ed at a cost of $355 to $573 million to

achieve the same results.” 

Environmental groups including

Save the Sound, Citizens Campaign

for the Environment, Federated

Conservationists of Westchester and

the Audubon Society, praised the

project which will help shrink the

“dead zone” — the oxygen-depleted

section of the Long Island Sound.

Nitrogen discharges in wastewater

have depleted oxygen, which kills

marine life.

“A clean Long Island Sound is

not just an environmental issue,” said

County Legislator Judy Myers (D-

WF, Larchmont). “The Long Island

Sound is an economic engine that

contributes some $6 billion a year to

the economy. Ten percent of the

United States population lives within

50 miles of the Long Island Sound.”

The project is the largest capital

project in the county’s history. While

the legislators approved bonding to

finance the project, they’re working

with the county administration to find

federal and state funds to reduce the

cost to Westchester taxpayers.

County officials have already

reached out to the incoming Obama

administration to secure infrastruc-

ture funding, which the president-

elect has indicated will be a big part

of his economic stimulus package. 

Without the new agreement,

which had to be approved by the end

of the year, the county would have

been subject to DEC penalties includ-

ing daily fines of $150,000.

“The county administration did a

good job convincing DEC to modify

the project,” said Abinanti. “The new

plan is good for the Long Island

Sound and good for our taxpayers.” 

Changing Places, LLC Advocates Careful
Attention to Aging Parents This Holiday Season

As the holidays approach, a

local company specializing in the

aging population is urging adults to

take heed during upcoming visits

with their elderly parents. Every

January, Changing Places, LLC, a

senior move management company

serving Westchester and Fairfield

counties, receives a considerable

increase in requests for help from

grown children of senior citizens

who, over the holidays, note that

their parents’ health is beginning to

decline.

New York is one of nine states

that account for 53 percent of the

country’s aging population. A cultur-

al shift has placed the responsibility

of caring for seniors on their adult

children, the “sandwich generation”

of Americans ages 45-54. 

“You’ll be spending a lot of

quality, one-on-one time with your

parents, so take the opportunity to

evaluate their living conditions and

figure out if any improvements or

changes are needed,” said Paula

Meighan, RN, LMSW, CRTS, a

founding partner of Changing Places.

Some clues that may indicate

the need for intervention include:

evidence that their memory is laps-

ing, erratic driving and bumping into

poorly placed furniture or tripping

over the edges of area rugs. 

Upon assessing the safety issues

within their living environment,

Meighan offers immediate strategies

that can be accomplished over the

holidays to declutter and reorganize

their possessions to create a healthier

environment. These include:

�� Address safety issues.

Remove area rugs, rearrange furni-

ture, add lighting. Install safety rails

in the bathrooms. Make a list of cur-

rent medications and post it on the

refrigerator door. 

� Start a conversation about

where their heirloom pieces will go

in the future. Take notes; it may help

down the road to have a written

record.

� Go through collections of old

photos and home movies. Decide

which images should be kept, con-

verted to digital albums or passed

along to other family members.

� Spend a few hours together in

the basement or attic, and start to

make piles — “keep,” “donate” and

“discard.” Throw away as much junk

as possible before you leave.

� Take your own “stuff” home

with you, such as old yearbooks and

school memorabilia, toys and games

or clothing.

“You are giving your parents the

gift of your time this season. Make

sure it’s time well spent, helping

them improve their quality of life,”

Meighan added.

If the decision is made to move

parents out of their homes, Changing

Places further advises that there are

strategies to sort through decades of

collections in order to preserve

important items and wisely dispose

of the rest.

The professional services of a

senior move management company

can include anything from providing

consultations to physical assistance

throughout every step of moving. For

nearly five years, Changing Places

has helped local residents organize

and sort possessions; dispose and sell

unwanted items; oversee movers;

arrange shipments and storage; and

unpack and organize a client’s new

home.

Changing Places is a member of

the National Association of Senior

Move Managers, the nonprofit, pro-

fessional association of organiza-

tions dedicated to helping older

adults and their families with the

moving process. Additionally,

Meighan and her partners, Patty

Gabal and Carol Lightbody, have

each received the Certified

Relocation and Transition Specialist

designation upon completion of a

comprehensive, nationally recog-

nized training program.

More information about

Changing Places is available online

at www.changingplaces.info. The

phone numbers of their Westchester

County and Fairfield County offices

are, respectively, 914-381-1022 and

203-569-6016. They can also be con-

tacted via e-mai at paula@changing

places.info.

United States Postal Service

(USPS) Westchester District Mana-

ger Joseph Lubrano is asking for the

cooperation of postal customers to

keep walkways and curbside mail-

boxes clear of snow and ice to ensure

the safe and efficient delivery of mail

this winter.

“The Postal Service treats safety

and service with equal priority,”

Lubrano said, “and we are seeking

your help to ensure that you get the

kind of service you need and expect,

and that our letter carriers are safe

from the perils they face during the

winter months.”

According to Lubrano, letter car-

riers are especially vulnerable to

slips, trips and falls during winter. “It

is extremely important that you keep

your walkways free and clear of snow

and ice to help reduce the danger of a

letter carrier suffering serious injury

in a slipping accident. Your help in

this regard is deeply appreciated by

your letter carrier and all the many

men and women who work together

to make sure you receive the best

possible mail delivery.” 

USPS is asking residents who

receive mail delivery to rural or curb-

side boxes to keep the approach to

and exit from their mailbox clear of

snow, ice, vehicles, trash cans and

other objects, to permit the carrier to

drive up to your mailbox and deposit

or collect mail without leaving the

vehicle. The approach to and exit

from the mailbox should be cleared

sufficiently on both sides, to allow

the carrier to drive ahead and not be

required to back up after delivery.

The holiday season is traditionally

a joyous time of year. Sadly, this time is

often marred by unnecessary and pre-

ventable tragedies. Alcohol-related

fatalities claim the lives of over 17,000

Americans and injure nearly 600,000

more each year. The holiday season

and New Year’s is a time for fun and

celebration but, unfortunately, it can

also be a time of tragedy. In the United

States, someone dies in an alcohol-

related traffic crash every 30 minutes,

and three out of every 10 Americans

face the possibility of being directly

involved in an alcohol-related traffic

crash during their lifetime.

“Because people are so different,

it is difficult to give specific advice

about drinking to any one individual,”

said Dr. Jay Yelon, chief of trauma and

surgical care at Westchester County

Medical Center. “However, certain

facts are clear — there’s no way to

speed up the brain’s recovery from

alcohol and no way to make good deci-

sions when you have had too much to

drink in a short period of time. On an

evening like New Year’s Eve or any

other evening, for that matter, rapid

consumption of large amounts of alco-

hol is especially dangerous and often

has deadly results.”

Experts agree that you should not

underestimate the effects of alcohol.

Don’t believe you can beat them or that

you can pace yourself or rely on some

urban legend for sobering up. One of

these myths about drinking and driving

is that serving coffee helps people

become sober.

It will not. Only time can reduce

the effects that alcohol has on the body.

“Keep in mind that even after someone

stops drinking, alcohol in the stomach

and intestine continues to enter the

bloodstream and circulate through the

body,” Yelon said. “As a result, judg-

ment and coordination can be impaired

for hours after drinking.”

Some sobering statistics:

• In 2006 (the last year for which

this data is available), there were

17,602 alcohol-related car crash fatali-

ties — 39 percent of all car crash fatal-

ities in the U.S. — according to

National Highway Traffic Safety

Administration statistics.

• Again this year, nearly 17,000

American will lose their lives in alco-

hol-related crashes.

• Additionally, nearly 600,000

Americans will be injured in alcohol-

related traffic crashes this year.

• 21- to 34-year-old drivers are

responsible for nearly 60 percent of all

alcohol-related traffic crashes.

• According to National Highway

Traffic Safety Administration statistics,

in 2006, by the time our country fin-

ished ringing in the New Year, 135 peo-

ple had died in alcohol-related traffic

fatalities in the 12-hour span between 6

p.m. on New Year’s Eve and 5:59 a.m.

the next morning.

Stay Safe and Happy This Holiday Season
Westchester County Medical Center Offers Advice to Prevent Alcohol Abuse

Postal Service Reminds Customers 
to Clear Paths to Mailboxs

The Gallery Committee of The

Rye Arts Center is honored to host

the traveling exhibition “Heavens

Above: Photographs of the Universe

from the Hubble Space Telescope,” at

The Rye Arts Center from January 13

through February 21.

This remarkable exhibition of 30

large-scale illuminated images teach-

es us about the wonders of the uni-

verse and touches our souls. Each

photograph is a cosmic canvas of

stars being born, stars at the end of

life, swirling masses of galaxies and

mysterious celestial clouds.

Organized as a joint project between

the Alden B. Dow Museum of

Science and Art of the Midland

Center for the Arts in Michigan and

NASA’s Space Telescope Science

Institute of Baltimore, “Heavens

Above” is a rich sensory and educa-

tional experience.

The Rye Arts Center invites you

to two special evenings designed

around “Heavens Above:”

The Opening Reception takes

place Wednesday, January 14, from

6:30 to 8:30 p.m. It features guest

speakers Doug Baum, Rick Brea and

Matt Ganis, who will discuss the

remarkable scientific revelations of

the Hubble project and demonstrate

some of the techniques and artistic

decisions made in professional and

amateur digital astrophotography. 

The second evening, Cosmic

Pizza Night, takes place on Tuesday,

February 3, from 6:30-8:30 p.m. and

is formatted for teens and adults. The

cost is $8 per person. The night’s

events include a walk through the

exhibition with docents who will

explore the aesthetic and scientific

aspects of the images. An RSVP for

Cosmic Pizza Night is recommended. 

School groups are invited to visit

The Rye Arts Center for a docented

tour created for grades 4 through 12.

Students receive a hand-on experi-

ence of the wonders and beauty of

astrophotography. The tour also

includes an imagination-stirring

workshop aimed to enhance creative

writing skills, which Available every

Wednesday throughout the exhibi-

tion, except for February 19. Because

there is limited space and availability,

this program is available by reserva-

tion only. 

The steering committee of this

exhibition consists of members of

The Rye Arts Center Gallery

Committee, exhibition chair Elyse

Faltz, gallery committee chair

Marilyn Gasparini, Charlie Gibson

and Larry Faltz, representing

Westchester Amateur Astronomers.

This program is made possible,

in part, by Meg and  Raoul

Rodriguez, Lori and Rob Platek,

Lawley Insurance, The Westchester

Arts Council, New York State

Council on the Arts, Allan M. Block

Agency Inc., Travelers Insurance,

The Dow Chemical Company, Cabot

Corporation, NASA, and the

Westchester Amateur Astronomers.

The Rye Arts Center is open

Tuesday, Thursday and Friday from

11 a.m. to 5 p.m.; and Saturday from

10 a.m. to 4 p.m.; on Wednesdays, the

center is reserved for docent-led

school groups. 

For more information, contact

The Rye Arts Center at 914-967-

0700, ext 33, or visit www.ryearts-

center.org. 

‘Heavens Above’ Traveling Exhibit Provides
Hubble’s-Eye View of the Universe
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